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Historical 

December, 1929, of the Christian calendar is the third 
month of the 5,690th traditional year on the Jewish cal- 
endar, dating from the legendary Creation. The civiliza- 
tion of the Jewish people actually began in dim antiquity 
somewhere along the Tigris-Euphrates Valley, and its 
growth continued right on through the Christian Era. The 
future of Judaic culture promises further rich develop- 

ent. For fifteen centuries Palestine was the main center 
of the Jews. After the second Temple was destroyed in 
the year 70 A.D., and after the Bar Kochda Rebellion 
collapsed in 135, Jews began to make their way to every 
part of the civilized world. From that time on Jewish 
out in a large measure, reflects the history of the 
world, 

The titles given below make interesting and very illumi- 
nating reading : 

History of the Jews. By Paul Goodman. New York, E. 
P. Dutton and Company, 1927. 90 cents. Briefly and 
excellently written. An unusually good survey. A good 
bok on which to begin, and it can be read in a few hours. 

Stranger Than Fiction. By Lewis Browne. New York, 
Macmillan Company, 1927. $2.50. The story of the He- 
brews, imaginatively and beautifully told. 

History of the Jewish People. By Marx and Margolis, 
Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1927. $4.00. 
of mA comprehensive history of the Jews by two eminent 
mB Jewish scholars. The chapters dealing with Biblical his- 
yom TY are conservative and disregard the contributions 
im ™ade by Biblical critics. 

Jewish History. By S. M. Dubnow. Philadelphia, 
: Jewish Publication Society, 1903. $1.25. An essay on 
da te philosophy of history, the range, content and signifi- 
i on of Jewish history, by the best Jewish historian of 

ay. 
History of the Jews After the Fall of the Jewish State. 
by Ismar Elbogen. Cincinnati, Union of American He- 
mew Congregations, 1926. $1.50. A good, short account. 

The Reform Movement in Judaism. By David Philip- 
son. New York, Macmillan Company, 1907. $2.50. The 


best presentation of the rise and development of the move- 
ment for reform in Jewish religious life. 


Additional books of history are: 


The Story of the Jew. By Elma and Lee J. Levinger. 
New York, Behrman’s Jewish Book Shop, 1929. $1.50. 

History of the Jews in Modern Times. By Max Raisin. 
Cincinnati, Hebrew Publication, 1926. $2.50. 

Jewish Contributions to Civilization. By Joseph Jacobs. 
Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1919. $2.25. 

The last mentioned is an attempt to evaluate the con- 
tribution of the Jew to present civilization. 


Judaism—lIts Philosophy, Ethics, and Ceremonials 


Judaism may be studied best through Jewish literature. 
The Bible, the Talmud, and medieval and modern lore, 
afford a fair conception of what the Jew has experienced, 
suffered and dreamed. To this end Christians are urged 
to study the Old Testament not only as a religious source 
book, but as the literature of a distinct people. The Tal- 
mud is a labyrinthine discussion of the traditions, be- 
liefs, ethics, and laws of Biblical literature with additional 
folk lore, legends, maxims, and biographic bits. While it 
is taken almost literally by Orthodox Jews, for Reform 
Jews the Talmud has lost its absoluteness. “Under 
changed circumstances in which we are living,” says the 
B’nai B’rith Manual, “many laws and customs treated and 
enjoined in the Talmud have become obsolete and imprac- 
ticable. . . . Nevertheless Judaism nowadays still rests on 
the foundation which is laid down in the Talmud. Thus, 
for instance, the elements of our ritual prayers and the 
arrangement of our public service, our festive calendar 
and the celebration of some of our holiest festivals, the 
marriage law, and innumerable forms and customs of the 
religious life are, though more or less modified and fash- 
ioned according to the demands of our time, still on the 
whole permeated and governed by the Talmudic prin- 
ciples and regulations.” In addition to the many introduc- 
tions to the Old Testament the following titles will repay 
study as bearing upon the ancient and evolving philos- 
ophy and ethics of Judaism: 
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Judaism in the First Centuries of the Christian Era. 
2 vol. By George Foote Moore. Cambridge, Harvard 
University Press, 1927. $10. A very significant study. 

Talmud. By A. Darmesteter. Philadelphia, Jewish Pub- 
lication Society. 75 cents. 

Talmud. By Emanuel Deutsch. Philadelphia, Jewish 
Publication Society. 75 cents. These are two admirable 
short esays. 

Sayings of the Jewish Fathers. By J. Gorfinkle. New 
York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1923. 75 cents. One 
of several editions of this classical collection of ancient 
Rabbinic ethical sayings which influenced the teachings 
of Jesus. 

Guide to the Perplexed. By Maimonides, translated by 
M. Friedlander, is out of print but worth hunting for in 
a library, since Maimonides is a conspicuous figure in re- 
ligious thought, and probably the ablest Jewish philoso- 
pher next to Spinoza. 

The Life of the People in Biblical Times. By Max 
Radin. Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society, 1929. 
$1.50. A book which supplies a sociological background. 

A Book of Jewish Thoughts. By I. H. Hertz. New 
York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1920. $1.50. An 
anthology of prose and poetry, prepared by the Chief 
Rabbi of England consisting of choice selections from the 
writings of Jews and non-Jews. This anthology offers a 
glimpse into the soul of Judaism. 

Jewish Theology. Reprint. By K. Kohler. New York, 
Macmillan Company, 1929. $2.50. A splendid historical 
survey of the religious beliefs and practices of the Jews 
and an attempt to present a system of Jewish theology. 


The basis of unity in Jewry, as Rabbi Solomon Gold- 
man points out in The New Palestine Monthly, June 
1929, is a cultural ensemble: a national religion, in which 
Isaiah and Hillel are as real to Jews as blood brothers to- 
day ; common descent, which even now causes the children 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to frown on intermarriage ; 
a code of conduct and folkways, which, in essentials, Or- 
thodox, Conservative, and Reform are united in preserv- 
ing; a land (Palestine) and a language (Hebrew) cher- 
ished both because of sentiment and reason by Zionist and 
non-Zionist alike even in these bewildering days. The fol- 
lowing books stress some phase or phases of present-day 
Jewish culture: 

The Adequacy of Judaism. By H. G. Enelow. New 
York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1929. 60 cents. Seven 
sermons by the Rabbi of Temple Emanu-el in New York. 

Escaping Judaism. By Harry Wolfson. New York, 
Menorah Press, 1923. $2.50. A keen analysis of the 
practical problems confronting American Judaism by the 
brilliant professor of literature and philosophy at Har- 
vard University. 

Why I Ama Jew. By Edmund Fleg. New York, 
Bloch Publishing Company, 1929. $1.25. An admirable 
apologetic treatment by one who struggles to remain loyal 
to his people and to Judaism. 

The Jewish Anthology. By Edmund Fleg. New York, 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1925. $1.75. Brief ex- 
tracts from Jewish literature reflecting the infinite vital- 
ity of a people that has lived and suffered much and 
thought deeply. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia. Edited by Isidore Singer. 
New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 1925. $96.00. Includes 
articles on various phases of Judaism as a culture. 

Without additional comment the works of two other 
writers should be mentioned in this section: 
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Judaism. By Israel Abrahams. New York, Bloch Pyb. Mer. Ne 
lishing Company, 1927. $1.10; and Ave an 
Judaism as Creed and Life. By Morris Joseph. Ney fanity a 
York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1924. $2.50. Chris 
Herford 
Judaism and Christianity and Phi 
The Pharisees. By R. Travers Herford. New York, cone 
Macmillan Company, 1924. $2.00. Some Christians have ld by 
been accustomed to believe that with the rise of Chris B pyo } 
tianity the day of Judaism was over, and that in the fuk Byork C 
ness of time all those Jews who have so far refused to By Jesu 
follow Paul would become Christians. Another point of Breatmer 
view is expressed in The Pharisees. Tewis 
“Admitting that because of Christianity’s peculiar adap Brrank ( 
tive power Christianity has been better qualified than Ju B00, | 
daism to bring good to the gentile world, it does not mean gical sy: 
that Judaism is less true nor less valuable. Judaism kept Biheologi 
its vitality alongside of Christianity as a continual re B The ( 
minder that no one religion exhausted all the possibilities Beore, ) 
of revelation. Christianity held up one ideal, Judaism Bmost in 
held up another; and both ideals were visions of wha Biberal 
God had shown human souls. May we not say that the Bhat Jes 
divine intention needed for its fulfillment both these te Ban exce 
ligions and not one only? that tim 
“This contention is not met by saying that Christianity B Chris 
adopted the best in the Jewish religion and combined it BHorace 
with the best in gentile religion, becoming thereby the one Byelop b 
supreme world religion. . . . Whatever part Christianity Byhich ; 
was intended to play in the divine design for mankind, Bloseph 
that part could be played only if there were present alw §, 
a living Judaism, partly to guard Christianity from com ly 
plete assimilation to gentile religion and partly to mair § Socia 
tain and represent other aspects of revelation beside thos Jews be 


which Christianity offered. If Judaism had died out, ot 
had succumbed to Christianity, the whole effect of its con; 
tinued presence in the world would obviously have been 
lost. . . . Christian efforts to convert the Jews or destroy 
Judaism were in reality attempts against her own life, § 
since they were efforts to suppress a form of religion other f *cept’ 
than her own and equally necessary with her own if her of Chri 
own task were to be fulfilled. The church regarded a liv. §S'"tua 
ing Judaism as a continual danger. A dead Judaism would ftTor a 
have been a fatal disaster.” ories of 

The following titles also bear upon the subject of the § man 
relation between the two faiths, developing different Further 
phases of the question: when a 


Landmarks of Early Christianity. By Kirsopp Lake. oa 
New York, Macmillan Company, 1922, $1.25, This book mm 
describes the fundamental milieu out of which Christianity Within 
emerged, and is valuable for background. Brother 

The Synoptic Gospels. Rev. ed., 2 vols. By Claude 6. - 
Montefiore. New York, Macmillan Company, 1927. $10.50 “9am 
An avowedly Jewish commentary on the synoptic gospels came E 

A Jewish View of Jesus. By Hyman G. Enelow. Net By, 5 
York, Macmillan Company, 1920. $1.00. A fine study! 
the relation of Jesus to the Jews, by a recent presidett yeshma 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. this on 

Jesus of Nazareth. New ed. By Joseph Klausner. New kept E 
York, Macmillan Company, 1929. $2.50. A biograpll Biches o, 
of Jesus by an eminent professor at the Hebrew Univer 
sity in Jerusalem. 

The Crucifixion from a Jewish Standpoint. By E.6 
Hirsch. New York, Bloch Publishing Company, 19% 
35 cents. Lecture delivered at the Chicago Institute f0 
Morals, Religion, and Letters. 

Justice and Judaism in the Light of Today. By M. St 


group 
ir re 
om th 
fensive 
In th 


. New York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1928. $1.00. 
Wve and justice as conceived in both Judaism and Chris- 
Wianity are here discussed from a point of view quite new. 
Christianity in Talmud and Midrash. By R. Travers 
Herford. New York, Bloch Publishing Company. $7.20, 
nnd Pharisaism: Its Aim and Its Method, by the same 
nuthor. New York, Bloch Publishing Company. $2.00. 
Books that correct some inaccurate impressions frequently 
held by Christians. 

The Pharisees and Jesus. By A. T. Robertson. New 
ork, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1920. $1.75. A discussion 
of Jesus’ treatment of the Pharisees, and the Pharisees’ 
reatment of Jesus, by an American Christian scholar. 

Jewish Antecedents to the Christian Sacrament. By 
Frank Gavin. New York, Macmillan Company, 1928. 
9200. Endeavors to prove that the sacramental and litur- 
gical system of historical Christianity, with its ramifying 
heological developments, derived from Judaism. 

The Old Testament and After. By Claude G. Monte- 
fore. New York, Macmillan Company, 1923. $3.00. A 
most interesting work by one of the ablest scholars of 
iberal Judaism. Among other things the author holds 

at Jesus’ contribution to religious thought, while largely 
an excellent statement of the best Jewish thought up to 
that time, also possesses uniqueness. 

Christian and Jew. Edited by I. Landman. New York, 
Horace Liveright, Inc., 1929. $3.00. A symposium to de- 
velop better understanding. Thirty short essays, among 
which appear the names of James Harvey Robinson, 
Joseph Collins, and John Erskine. 

Proselytizing 

Social conflict arises today between Christians and 
Jews because of proselytizing efforts. Members of each 
group readily admit the right of individuals to change 

ir religious connections. Trouble comes, however, 

om the methods used in missionizing and from an of- 
fensive assumption of superiority on the part of Christians. 

In the middle ages Christians tried to force Jews to 
“accept” Jesus, some persecuting and killing in the name 
of Christ until the name Jesus, far from signifying a 
spiritual guide, came to be associated by the Jews with 
terror and bullying. Even today there survive such mem- 
ories of ghetto experiences at the hands of Christians that 
to many Jewish minds to “accept Christ” is traitorous. 
Further, the psychological and the social factors involved 
when a Jew forsakes his group and his religious customs 
are considerations which must be taken into account by 
Christians who systematically seek to proselytize Jews. 
A most revealing book in this connection is The /sland 
Within. By Ludwig Lewisohn. New York, Harper and 
Brothers, 1928. $2.50. Mr. Lewisohn thus describes the 
‘xperience of a Jewish father in Prussia on learning that 
his son had embraced Christianity. “But when that letter 
me Efraim turned to his wife. He had read it in silence. 
Now his face was crimson. He raised his arms. He 
tied in a loud voice: ‘May his name be blotted out! He is 
geshmatt?’ And it was only the long and slow erosion of 
this once bright and now suddenly hostile world which 
kept Efraim from rending his garments and strewing 
ashes on his head as for one who has died.” Different atti- 
tudes toward this general subject are set forth in the 
dllowing books : 

Jesus as Others Saw Him. By Joseph Jacobs. Rich- 
ds, 1929. $2.50. Professor Harry A. Wolfson of Har- 
"ad, in the introduction, reminds us that if Christians 
want Jews to take over the values of Christianity, and the 
nodetn world outlook, they should realize that through 
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the inevitable inter-penetration of cultures and religions, 
Jews already are in some sense “Christians.” Jews, how- 
ever, will not reclaim Jesus as a result of “efforts of 
evangelical piety.” As time goes on, and as the Jews are 
ensured religious liberty and respect, “painstaking Jewish 
scholars, in an effort to reorganize and reclassify our 
literary treasures, will compile anthologies of the wise 
sayings and inspiring teaching of our ancients, and will 
include among them the sermons and parables of Jesus.” 

The Jew and Christianity. By Herbert Danby. New 
York, Macmillan Company, 1927. $1.25. Some phases, 
ancient and modern, of the Jewish attitude toward Chris- 
tianity, written by the resident canon of St. George’s, 
Jerusalem, just after he translated Klausner’s Jesus of 
Nazareth. To those who do not understand current Jew- 
ish attitudes toward the churches Dr. Danby’s book will 
be revealing. The author briefly traces the early Jewish 
notions of Jesus, and indicates the persecution Jews re- 
ceived for centuries at the hands of church people. The 
closing chapter discussing Klausner’s book describes some 
misunderstandings between Jews and followers of Jesus 
today. 

The Unknown Sanctuary. By A. Palliére. New York, 
Bloch Publishing Company, 1928. $2.00. An extraordi- 
nary story of a French Roman Catholic, who, trained to 
be a priest, ultimately became a rabbi. In a fascinating way 
the author traces the differences between Judaism and 
Christianity, and indicates the reasons for the ultimate 
decision. He also points out what is expected of a Chris- 
tian who becomes a Jew. 

Our Jewish Neighbors. By J. S. Conning. New York, 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 1927. $1.25. Dr. Conning 
is head of the department of Jewish evangelization in the 
Presbyterian Board of National Missions, and this book 
reflects its views. Dr. Conning is more concerned that the 
people in Christian churches shall welcome the Jews to 
their circles than he is to effect mass conversions. 

The Christian Approach to the Jew. By J. Black and 
others. New York, International Missionary Council, 
1927, $1.00. The official report of the Budapest and War- 
saw conferences on missions to the Jews. Whatever one 
may think of the value of proselytizing, this volume con- 
tains interesting information concerning the state of the 
Jews in certain portions of the world where little is known 
of them, and offers an official view of those engaged in 
missions to them. 

Most Jews feel that when the churches struggle to 
bring individual Jews into Christianity, two things are 
happening: first, American communities are being divided 
into conflicting cultural groups, with the Jews bitter lest 
Christian missionaries have their way and there be “no 
Jews left” as the late Louis Marshall put it. Secondly, if 
Christians do not respect Jews sufficiently to struggle 
through religious and social perplexities shoulder to shoul- 
der, there can be no parity, for obviously mutual respect 
is lacking. Thus to the Christian and Jewish cultural 
conflicts is added mistrust within organized religion, when 
otherwise synagogue and church might be strong allies 
in spiritual and social life. 

Zionism 

The notion of a “national home” for the Jewish people 
in Palestine is as old as the dispersion, and is really an 
expression of the Messianic prayers. The anti-Semitism 
of Europe provoked a real desire in many Jews to return 
to Zion. Under Theodore Herzl’s lead the first Zionist 
Congress was called in 1897, and the Jews began to think 
in terms of a Jewish state. While Jews are united in their 
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interest in Palestine, it should be noted that they are not in 
accord on the proposal to establish there a political Jewish 
state. The accomplishments and tendencies of Zionism, 
lowever, merit thoughtful attention. Events of recent 
months, with the Arab-Jewish-British misunderstandings, 
may best be followed in the daily press and current peri- 
odicals. Friends of Justice in Palestine will give the Arab 
position (Room 2150, 233 Broadway, New York City). 
The Zionist Organization (111 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City) is issuing pamphlets upon the present situation. 
The Foreign Policy Association (18 East 41st Street, 
New York) has issued several informing bulletins on 
this subject. (See also INFORMATION SERVICE, September 
21 and November 23, 1929). 

The following books are worth reading in this con- 
nection : 


Frontiers of Hope. By Horace Kallen. New York, 
Horace Liveright, 1929. $3.00. A philosopher finds mis- 
fortune for the Jews in Eastern Europe, but great hope 
for those in Palestine. 

Israel. By Ludwig Lewisohn. New York, Boni and 
Liveright, 1925. $3.00. An account of the Jews in Pales- 
tine written in Lewisohn’s delightful style. 

A Pilgrimage to Palestine. By Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
New York, Macmillan Company, 1927. $2.50. Dr. Fos- 
dick gives some pages to an appraisal of Zionism, and is 
doubtful about its outcome. 

Palestine Today and Tomorrow. By John Haynes 
Holmes. New York, Macmillan Company, 1929. $2.50. 
A survey made on a recent trip to Paiestine, in which 
Mr. Holmes gives the reasons for his enthusiasm over 
Zionism. 


General 


In rationalizing their prejudices, present-day Christians 
invariably mention Jewish social behavior and personal 
manners as the main root of Christian ill-will. A knowl- 
edge of the ghetto life is essential to understand why the 
less cultured Jews are crude and clannish. Christian people 
ostracised them, and in Europe chained off by law certain 
sections where European Jews were isolated. Why are 
Jews not farmers in larger numbers, and why are they 
associated in our minds with money-lending and restricted 
trades? The answer given is that for centuries Christians 
kept them from owning land, and refused them participa- 
tion in normal economic usefulness. 

Old European Jewries. By David Philipson. Cincin- 
nati, Jewish Publication Society, 1894. $1.50. Describes 
the ghettos, and explains their psychological and physical 
effects on Jews. 

Several titles should be cited in this connection : 


Israel, The Voice of Jerusalem. By Israel Zangwill. 
New York, Macmillan Company, 1921. $3.00. Brilliant 
essays on the vicissitudes of Jewish history. 

Ghetto Tragedies (1893), Dreamers of the Ghetto 
(1898), Ghetto Comedies (1907), (same author and pub- 
lisher, $2.50 each). One comprehends certain values 
through Jewish poetry, fiction, and drama, which come in 
no other way, and Zangwill is one of the best authors. 

The Jew in English Fiction. By David Philipson. New 
York, Bloch Publishing Company, 1918. $1.50. A dis- 
cussion of Jewish roles such as the. Jew of Malta, Shv- 
lock, Fagin, and others, maintaining that they represent 
inaccurate generalizations based upon notorious individ- 
uals. 


Printed in U. S. A. 


As I Know Them. By Rebekah Kohut. New Yo 


Doubleday, Doran and Company, 1929. $2.50. De 4 B 
with the aspirations, weaknesses and achievements of # 
American Jew. 
My Portion. By Rebekah Kohut. New York, Bonj aj 
Liveright, 1912. $2.00. 
Promised Land. By Mary Antin. New York, How 
ton Mifflin Company, 1917. $3.00. 
Two books of an autobiographical nature dealing wij 
the problem of adjustment with which a Jew is faced iy Pr 
America. 
Jews Are Like That. By Analytieus. New York, Bre. 
tano’s, 1929. $3.50. James Waterman Wise sketchy 
characterizations of ten outstanding American Jews, 
A Pocket Reference Book |_ 
The B'nai Brith Manual. By Samuel S. Cohon. Cir 
cinnati, B’nai B’rith, 1926. 50 cents. (Address Senate 
Alfred M. Cohen, President, B’nai B’rith, Electric Built 
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio). In 1926 Professor Samuel SM , The 
Cohon edited this pocket-sized encyclopedia of 400 pags tional ( 
which sketches answers to questions about Jewry thi Patton 
crop up almost daily: where are the Jewish community Januar 
throughout the world today and how large are they? Hoy 
are the Jews contributing to civilization in the arts an 
sciences? Why is the Talmud, next to the Bible, the mu . The 
influential literary monument of Judaism? What abort legislat 
Jewish beliefs, holy days, ceremonials, loyalties? 
and meaty replies to scores of such questions are furnishellp isla 
in this reference book. Written for members of the Indep ™P0t 


pendent Order of B’nai B’rith, it is none the less useful 


in a Christian’s library. Well indexed, and with bibliog nm 
raphy on eighteen general topics, it contains a mine og “°S™ 
information. 
grees. 

Pamphlets Illin 
The Tract Commission of the Union of American H@ermit 
brew Congregations publishes a series of tracts for gen™ pletion 
eral distribution. Copies will be mailed free upon applica "quir 
tion to Rabbi George Zepin, Secretary, Merchants Builé§ Work | 
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio. Some of the outstanding titles are: .: 
No. 1 What Do Jews Believe? By H. G. Enelow. "Mi 
No. 2 The Jew in America. By David Philipson. | 
No. 3 Jew and Non-Jew. By Martin A. Meyer. sored 


No. 4 Jewish Ethics. By Samuel Schulman. 

No. 10 The Jewish Prayerbook. By Solomon B. Freehof. 
No. 11 Judaism and Democracy. By Louis Witt. 

No. 13. Judaism and Socialism. By Jacob Tarshish. 

No. 14 The Jewish Holidays. By William Rosenau. 


The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations, 50 Wet 
77th Street, New York, also has pamphlets for free dis 
tribution. Among the more interesting are the followmg 
titles: 


First Series 


requir 
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No. 1 Essentials of Judaism. By Leo Jung. Ma 
No. 9 A Survey of Kewish History. By M. Auerbach. permi 
No. 11 The Hebrew Bible. By J. Carlebach. menta 
No. 12 The Ceremonial Laws in the Economy of aes high 
y I. Ep 

Second Series elsew 
No. 1 What Is Orthodox Judaism? By Leo Jung. quirer 
No. 3 Ritual Slaughter. By S. Lieben. ae 
ere. 

Note—Any of the books mentioned in this issue "ff Cal 
INFORMATION SERVICE may be borrowed from The Cott the ne 


mittee on Goodwill between Jews and Christians, Feder] 
Council of Churches, 105 East 22d Street, New Yo 
City. Send postage. 
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